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"By JERQY BZLCHER
‘Times Stc;; Writer ‘

Mvgue Nassar ‘Iaro -former cmef
of Mexico’s national security agen-:
cy,- surfaced in Los Anaeles on

WVedresday to heatedly deny that
he wasa CIA spyor an mtemauonal
car thief.

Nassar Haio's appearance in the
‘Century City oifice of at.a-ney.
Marvin Mitckelson came shortly af-
ter the law_yer filed an $11-million
libel suit:in Superior Court agam;.t.
Time Magazine. . -

In the suit, Mitcheison. saud t‘xe
magazine called Nassar Haro- “a
conspirator” in acar theft ring, and
that he could nbt be prosecuted in
this country because he was a key

source for the CIA on Mexican and D

CemralArrenca'x affairs. - %

_attorney in San Diego earlier this
_month by theReagan Adrmmstra~_
“tion,’ reportedly lost his job because-
he pubﬂrl)’ identified Nassar Earo}
:ds “an indispensible” CIA source.: :
The Kenhcdy statement was print-. :
“ed iInthe March 26 edwon of th° San

“Diego Union..~: =1 -

Mitchelson said he has demanded
that the newspaper print a: retrac- |
; tion within'20 days or face-a libel’]
“suit similar’ to- that med agamst
Time, -~ .2 s
. Spokesmen fo- both the magazme
and ghe newspaper saxd they w;ll
sticKby their stories. - '

"] said Kennedy's attempts to prose-

Mifchelson said .Time's Apnl 12
, Story, was based largely on- the
" Union’s s reportmg of the month be-
fore . ¥y
'fhe 52 ycar-o!d N aaar Haro
spehkmg through- an interpreter
.Wednesday, empHatically "and at
times angrily said that he was in no
* way involved in the car theft rmgﬁ
and never worked for the CIA. -
“No, absolutely no,” he said. .5
" Mitchelson said Nagsar Haro had
snrved in the'Directorate of Federal
;Secutity (DFS)—Mexico's. equi-"
valem of the FBI-for 20 years, and
‘_" headéd the agency from 1977 until
Jast January L
‘- N:’zssar Haro said he resigned his
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. post for personal reasons, Mitchel-: *°

son said -later that his client had re-: 2

,mgnnd because his prmcxpal backer "
in.theiMexican government had .- chnes'ia) “There was ohiy-one
1.failed in his bid for the presidential :"
.{.nomination. In any case, Mitchelsen
4 .said, the resignation had nothirig to
-{ do withthe car theft ring, allega-
- { tions of CIA connectxons or Amen-
'can_newsstorfes

Ih its. March 26 s.t.or‘);;‘.the Union

‘cute Nassar.Haro for his role in an .
'$8.4 million autd theft ring were '

-“thwarted by top U.S. Officials” be-

cause the Mexxcan lawman was. “a

most “important “source -in Mexico: -
"and Central Amenca

e Imphcnt?d m News Repox‘t B :

“The ring fmnggled stoler: cars' '
from Orange and San Dicgo counr:"'
tles forsalemMcmco W

Last July, the story said, 14 sus-

- pects, including three Mexxcan DFS

agents, werearrested. - )
"l‘wo of these suspeets imphcatcd

. Na';sar " lhe newspaper faid. Kcn-
William H. Kennedy, firedas U.S. .} ’

~ tercation at a sportsstadium. © 5

" repeatedly .turned down when he

A " take the matter up. wuh the DF‘S"
% Thé néwspaper said that a federal i

- Grand Jury in San Diego returned. *
sealed indictments agamst 28 perzcx
sons involved in the ring last year. -

‘nedy was gn enasa source for the
“story.
*“That's not true Mltche.scn qald

* member of the DFS ever involved
m this (and) Nassar had fired.-him
. . Ydon't know where Mr Kenne-.
dy got his information 7 < but (it)
is very, very mcompletc .And Mr. ‘
‘Nassar .wasn't being protected by’
the CiA or any other agoncy in thn
countiy.”. e :
1" Nassar Haro 1dcntmcd the flred
DFS agent as Ricardo Rodriguez.
* He said he. fired the man in April,
> 1981, for. getting into a drunken al-

~ He also said another man named
:Cipriano Rodriguez, whort he had.

applicd to join the DF'S, had offered ;
. to-sell him a yellow van.-But, said |
Nassar Havo, he told Rodngu97 toi

- purchasing agent.
» The. Union: story wd—hnd thel
Time story eeqcnhally repc'\tcd—»

. thatan FRIip! crman! reported sce-t

ing Nas.z Yo “reccive a «tolen
ycllox,v e o o2 of his agents.” }

‘Mitchelson said :hat neithe. the !
newcpaper nor tha ‘magazine trled
lo reach Nassar Haro for commeént .

7on their stories. “He" was contacta-

ble,”-the attorney said. Jfand no one B
contacted him.” - ;%
;. Nassar.Haro said he has ,bnen{
working as a busmess consultant m
: Mexico City.

*.1"The story is obvxous » Mxtchel- J
’son ‘said: “What's happened is that.
_'Mr -Kennedy came into office’ !ast‘l
.November, picked up the remnant ™
;Of an investigation. . ..-..One of the’ ;

‘thieves (in the auto theft. rxra) said
‘that they’ ‘delivéred. . WA yenow
.van' to Mr. Nassar,:-Mr;- Kennedy
;nay have chosen 5 to.

t . "-4. : ity

» He said Naesar Haro probably 1‘5 y

an indispensible source because he |
‘has 'devoted his (professional)., hre
to catching certain terrorists ..
But I ¢an't tell you why: Pres:dent
Redgan or anyone else put pressure ?
.on Kennedy toresign.” v4:: i, i
it Nassar Haro said. that as head of
the DFS he hasonly exchanged in--
formation™ of mternamnal mterest;
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